
 
 

 

Ethiopian Airlines Welcomes Africa's First A350-1000 Aircraft 

 

Addis Ababa, 05 November 2024 

Ethiopian Airlines, the largest airline in Africa proudly announces the arrival of Africa’s 

first Airbus A350-1000. This significant milestone was celebrated in a grand ceremony 

attended by government officials, ambassadors, diplomats, and esteemed representatives 

from Airbus and Thales. 

The aircraft landed at Addis Ababa Bole International Airport, basking in a warm 

welcome marked by a spectacular water cannon salute. Accompanying this momentous 

delivery was a payload of medical supplies valued at over 100,000 Euros, generously 

donated to the Ethiopian Airlines Foundation by Aviation Sans Frontières in 

collaboration with Airbus. 

Upon its arrival from Toulouse, France, the celebrations continued with a demonstration 

flight, inviting distinguished guests to experience the aircraft’s capabilities while 

enjoying stunning views of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. 

Commenting on this historic occasion, Ethiopian Airlines Group CEO Mr. Mesfin Tasew 

expressed, “We are thrilled to welcome the Airbus A350-1000 to our fleet, solidifying our 

position as leaders in aviation technology. This aircraft embodies cutting-edge advancements, 

offering superior passenger comfort, enhanced fuel efficiency, and reduced environmental impact. 

Together, we are pioneering a sustainable future for aviation in Africa.” 

This state-of-the-art aircraft is the first to feature Thales's AVANT Up inflight 

entertainment system and the HBC+ connectivity system, providing travelers with 



 
 

 

luxurious amenities, spacious seating, large screens, and a unique landscape camera. 

With direct aisle access for all business class seats, convenience is prioritized. 

The A350-1000 boasts a revolutionary design with innovative aerodynamics and a 

carbon-fiber fuselage, powered by the fuel-efficient Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines, 

ensuring a quieter, smoother journey for long-haul travel. This launch marks a 

transformative moment for Ethiopian Airlines and sets new standards for the African 

aviation sector, aligning with the airline's ambitious Vision 2035 plan.  

Ethiopian Airlines is excited to welcome three additional A350-1000 aircraft in the 

upcoming months, further enhancing its modern fleet and commitment to passenger 

excellence. 

With the addition of the A350-1000, Ethiopian Airlines reaffirms its commitment to 

innovation, sustainability, and customer satisfaction, charting a new course for African 

aviation excellence. 

 

About Ethiopian  

Ethiopian Airlines Group (Ethiopian) is one of the fastest-growing airlines brand globally 
and the continent’s largest airline brand. In its seventy-eight years of successful 
operations, Ethiopian has become one of the continent’s leading carriers, unrivalled in 
efficiency and operational success. Ethiopian commands the lion’s share of the African 
passenger and cargo network operating the youngest and most modern fleet to more than 
150 domestic and international passenger and cargo destinations across five continents. 
Ethiopian’s fleet category consists of ultra-modern and environmentally friendly aircraft 
such as Boeing 737s, 777s, 787s, Airbus A350-900 and De Havilland Q400.   
 
Ethiopian is also pursuing multi-hub strategy through hubs in Lomé, Togo with ASKY, 
in Lilongwe, Malawi with Malawi Airlines and in Lusaka, Zambia with Zambia Airways. 

https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa?utm_source=Pr_press&utm_medium=News&utm_campaign=press_relese
https://corporate.ethiopianairlines.com/AboutEthiopian/Destinations?utm_source=Pr_press&utm_medium=News&utm_campaign=press_relese
https://corporate.ethiopianairlines.com/AboutEthiopian/OurFleets?utm_source=Pr_press&utm_medium=News&utm_campaign=press_relese


 
 

 

Having achieved its strategic plan (Vision 2025) ahead of time, Ethiopian is currently 
implementing a 15-year strategic plan Vision 2035 that will see it become one of the top 
20 most competitive and leading aviation groups in the world. Ethiopian has been 
champion in various coveted awards including Skytrax’s ‘Best Airline in Africa Award’ 
for seven consecutive years among others. The airline has been a Star Alliance member 
since 2011 and has been registering more than threefold growth in the past 10 years. 
For more at: www.ethiopianairlines.com       
Email: CorporateCommunication@ethiopianairlines.com   
Contact: (251-11)517-8913/8165/8907     
 

    
  

  

https://www.facebook.com/EthiopianAirlines.official
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCV26xfT57LiOgrZM45ouCg/featured
https://twitter.com/flyethiopian
https://www.instagram.com/fly.ethiopian/
https://t.me/ethiopian_airlines
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ethiopian-airlines/

